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! Paj npeAcTaB/ba NpenMMuHapHm
M3BeLITaj Ca 3alTUTHUX UCKOMNaBarba,
Aok he ucupnHuja aHanmsa ose
Hekpornosne 6uTn nybnukosaHa y
ACTA ARCHAEOLOGICA 1, 2006.
UcTpaxwuBeayuka cTaHuua Methuua.

2 OBOM MpWUIMKOM 3axBasbyjeMo

ce MNpeapary Metposuhy n3 Eko-
ApywTBa PubHWUa, Koju je npeu
jaBuO 3a cUTyaumjy Ha TepeHy.

Beh cyTpajaH, Ha rpaaunuiwTe

cy usawnu Bojucnas ®ununosuh
(nCn) n Apam LipHo6ptba (My3sej
rpaaa beorpaga) v y TenedoHckom
pasrosopy ca Paaueojem Apcuhem
(3aBopA 3a 3alWTUTY CNOMEHUKa
KynType BasbeBo), koju Taaa Huje
610 y moryhHoCTU Aa opraHusyje
3alWTUTHA UCKOMaBakba Hekporosne,
[IOrOBOPEHO je Aa UcKonasakba
M3BPLUN apXeO0NOLWKMU TUM
UcTpaxusauke cTaHuue MeTHuua, y3
CBY HaANeXHOCT 3aBoAa y Barmesy.

1 This paper represents only a
preliminary report of the rescue
excavations. Detailed analysis of this
necropolis will be published in ACTA
ARCHAEOLOGICA 1, 2006. Petnica
Science Center.

2 We would like to use this opportunity
to thank to Predrag Petrovic of the
Ecological Association Ribnica, who
was the first to inform of the situation
in the field. Only a day after the

site was visited by Vojislav Filipovi¢
(Petnica S. C.) and Adam Crnobrnja
(City Museum of Belgrade). In a
telephone conversation with Radivoje
Arsi¢ (Valjevo Institute for the
Protection of Cultural Monuments),
who was not able to organize rescue
excavations of the necropolis at

the time, it was agreed for the
Archaeological team of the Petnica
Science Center to undertake the
excavations under the jurisdiction of
the Valjevo Institute.

CPEAHOBEKOBHA HEKPOIIOJIA
KPAJ LLPKBE CB. NETPA U NABJIA
Y KAHbOHY PUBHMLIE!

Bojucnas ®dununosuh, UcTpaxuBayka ctaHuua
MeTHuua

KrbyuHe peun: 3anagHa Cpbuja, MuoHuua, ceno
MawTpuh, PbHMua, MoaropmHa, 3aWTUTHO
McKoMnaBarbe, NMO3HW CpeakW BeK, Hekponona,
PUBHUYKM MaHacTUp

LipkBa Cs. lNeTpa n MNaBna Hanasu
ce y KamOHY peke PubHuue, y ceny
MawTpuhy, Ha oko 10 km jy>HO oA
Bapowunue MnoHunue. NMoagurHyTa je Ha
AecHoj obanu peke, nog 6paom Bnaxosow,
HacynpoT PubHunuke nehuHe. Ha aecHoj
obanun, y ceHuu CToNeTHUX Auna, Ha
MecCTy rAe KamOH npekmga mMana u
yCKa anyBujanHa AONMHa NOAUIHYTa je
AaHawma upkea. PnbHuua nssmpe ncnoa
CyBobopa 1 y roprpeM ToKy je TMnu4yHa
nJaHWHCKa peka, AOK Y AOHEM, Ha OKO
5 km oa MnoHuue, n3nasun n3 KakOoHa
M Teye ycnopeHo ka Konybapwu. LipkBa
Cce Hafnasu BaH NYTHUX KOMYyHMKaumja,
NOTNYyHO M34BOjeHa o4 BpeBe
CBaKOAHEBHOI XWBOTA.

Jyna 2003. roavHe, NpUANKOM
n3rpagmwe Temesba 3a sucehmn moct
NpeKko peke, HauwJso ce Ha HEeKONKO
CKeNleTHO caxparbeHUX MOKOjHUKaA
CeBEpHO 04 AaHalHe UpKBeHe nopre.
Pok 3a n3rpaamwy Temerba 6mo je camo
YyeTMpu AaHa, na cy ogmax no AoroBopy
ca n3eohauem pagoBsa 3anoyeTa 3aWTUTHA
apxeoJsiolWwKa Mckonaeaka, Koja cy
Tpajana aBa gaHa.?

Hekpornona ce Hanasn Ha peyHoj
o6anun, Ha oko 15 m oA AaHalwHer Toka
peke. Y jy>XHOM npoduny TeMerbHOr
yKona gmMmeHsuja 10x6 m n gybmHe 3 m,
KOHCTaTOBaHW Cy CKeneTHM ocTaum ABa
NOKOjHMKa, @ Y UCTOYHOM M 3anagHoM
npodwuny no jegaH. Kao wro ce moxe
BMAETU Ha CKUuM Hekponosne (cn. 1),
pake Cy nocTaB/beHe Yy pefoBe, a ca
curypHowhy Moxemo nNpeTnocTaBuTu aa je

MEDIEVAL NECROPOLIS BY THE
CHURCH OF STS PETER AND PAUL
IN THE RIBNICA RIVER CANYON!

Vojislav Filipovi¢, Petnica Science Center
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The church of Sts Peter and Paul is
situated in the Ribnica river canyon, in
the village of Pastri¢, some 10 km south
of Mionica. It is situated on the right bank
of the river, at the foot of the Vlahovo
mount, opposite of the Ribnica cave. On
the right bank, in the shade of ancient
lindens, in the place where the canyon is
replaced by a small and narrow alluvial
plain, a contemporary church has been
built. The source of the Ribnica river
is underneath the Suvobor mountain,
and it is a typical mountain river in the
upper part while in the lower part, about
5 km from Mionica, it exits the canyon
and slowly flows to the Kolubara river.
The church is positioned far from all
communication routes, utterly secluded
from the haste of modern living.

In July of 2003, during the
construction of the foundation for a
new suspension bridge, several skeletal
remains were encountered, north of the
present day churchyard. The allocated
time for the construction of the foundation
was only four days, so in agreement
with the construction company, rescue
excavations were commenced right away
and lasted for two days.?

The necropolis was located on the
river bank, some 15 km from the present
day riverbed. In the south section of the
foundation dugout (10x6 m and 3 m in
depth) remains of two buried individuals
were observable. An interment was also
noticed in both the east and the west
section. As can be seen in the sketch of
the necropolis (fig. 1), burial pits were
organized in rows. We feel it is safe to
presume that the north boundary of this
medieval necropolis was located in this
place. Also, we presume that between
burials 4 and 5 there were two more
burials, even though construction workers
were not able to inform us exactly how
many were destroyed.

No tomb markers were registered,
nor do the oldest villagers of Pastric¢
remember a necropolis ever being
present here. Inside the present day
churchyard, tombstones older than a
century can be seen, while a few cross
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peka PubHuua

npeTnocrag/beqa

rpofosa

MECTE YHUILTEHUX o

shaped tombstones
stand on the outside,
immediately next
to the churchyard’s
northeast wall.
Almost all of
the burials were
damaged during the
machine operated
ground works. Only
the skeleton in burial
1 was completely
preserved. Burial pits
were clearly seen

B1O0OW qarainal

‘m in the sections, at

l the relative depth of
1.2to 1.7 m. Since
burials pits were dug
into the sediment of

Ha OBOM MeCTy W CeBepHa rpaHuua oBor
cpean0oBeKOBHOr rpobsrba. Takohe, nako
pagHULM HUCY MOrNW Aa HaM NoTepAae
KONWKO je rpoboBa yHULWITEHO NPUIIMKOM
Konara TemMesba, NPeTnoCTaB/beHO je Aa
cy ce namehy rpobosa 4 n 5 Hanasuna
jow aBa NokojHWKa y rpobHuM pakama.

N3Haa rpobHux paka Hucy
peruMcTpoBaHn HaarpobHu 6enesu, a
HM HajcTapuju MmewTaHu MawTpuha He
cehajy ce na je Ha 0OBOM MeCTy uKaaa
6uno rpobsbe. Y okBUpY AaHalHe noprte
BUA/BMBU CY HAArPO6HM CNOMeHUUM cTapu
n npeko 100 roamHa, AOK Ce HEKONUKO
CNOMeHMKa ncknecaHnx y obnmky kpcra
Hasasn BaH NopTe, HEMNOCPeAHO nopej,
HEHOI CEBEPOMCTOYHOr 3naa.

Ckopo cBu ckenetn 6unu cy
owTeheHn NPUINKOM MaLlMHCKOr Konama
TEMEsba, Na je jeanHo ckenet y rpoby 1y
LenocTn cavyBaH. Y npoduny cy ce jacHo
youaBasie rpobHe pake, a NOKOjHULM Cy
6unun ykonaHu Ha penaTtneHoj AybuHm
namehy 1.2 n 1.7 m. MNowTo cy ckenetn
6MNM yKONaHu y LWbYHKOBUTU PeYHU
HaHOC, a BpeMeHa 3a npeumusHuje
nckornaeare Huje 6uno, oanyyeHo je
[a Ce TeWKOM MexaHM3aunjoM CKUHe
CNoj 3eM/be N KaMeHa M3Haj NoKojHuKa,
npoceyHe aebrbmHe oko 1 m. Ceu
NOKOjHUUM 1 rpobHe pake jacHo cy ce
oupTasanu y npodpwunmma, na Huje éuno
60ja3Hun pa he oBakBuM mMeTonoMm aohn
Ao owTehemwa ckeneta. OBUM 3aWITUTHUM
NCKoMnaBamMMa OTKPUBEHO je YKYMHO
6 NokojHuMKa, anu je ckenet y rpoby 4
0CTao HEWCKOMaH, MoLWTO Ce Hanasno
ncnog npuaasHe pamne 3a MexaHusauujy
N Tewke KamunoHe. NokojHuun cy éunm
caxpameHu y jeaHocTaBHe rpobHe
pake opujeHTauuje 3anan-ucTok,

river gravel and there
was no time for more
meticulous excavations, it was decided to
use the heavy machinery for removal of
the overlying deposit in an average depth
of one meter. All the skeletons and burial
pits were clearly seen in the sections
meaning that there was no possibility of
damaging them.

All in all, 6 burials were excavated
with one more, burial 4, still remaining
at the site since it was positioned
underneath an access ramp for trucks
and heavy machinery. The deceased
were placed inside simple burial pits,
west-east oriented with slight offsets
to the north or south. The deceased in
burial 4 was placed on a wooden board,
which was clearly seen in the section,
while the deceased in burial 5 was placed
inside a tub-like construction of tightly
packed pebbles framed by larger pebbles
(figure 2). Pebbles were also present in
other burial pits while in burial 1 they
were placed around the edges of the
pit. Next to smaller shards of prehistoric

pottery and flint which were obviously not

burial offerings, finds of chronologically
insensitive iron nails, one each from
burials 1, 3 and 5, should be mentioned.
The only personalized find is a
bronze polyhedral button with granulated
ending, found in burial 1, in situ, on the
neck vertebrae of the deceased. Fully
cast button, 1.6x0.5 cm in dimensions,
is a frequent find at Late Medieval sites
of Western and Central Serbia. A similar

button was discovered during excavations

of a medieval necropolis in Mréajevci and,
based on Sultan Suleiman I coins, was
dated to the first half of the 16™ century
(Radicevic¢ 2000: 61-109).

Cnuka 1 - NnaH Hekponone

Figure 1 - Plan of the
necropolis
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Cnuka 2 - 'pob 6p. 5
(upTex: A. Tewoswuh)
Figure 2 - Burial No. 5
(drawing: A. TeSovic)

ca Manum gesBujaumjama Ka cesepy
unu jyry. NokojHuK y rpoby 4 6uo je
NOCTaB/beH Ha APBEHY AAcKy, LWITO ce
jacHo youaBano y npodwuny, a NoKojHUK
y rpoby 5 caxpameH je y KopuTy og
rycto HacnaraHmx pedyHux obnytaka
YOKBUPEHUX KpynHujum obnyumma (cn.
2). Ny ocTanMMm pakama KOHCTaTOBaHu
cy KameHun o0bnyum, aok cy y rpoby 1 oHu
61nn nocTtaB/bEHM NO KpajeBMMa pake.
Mopea Marnx parMeHaTa npancropujcke
KepaMuke n KpeMeHux ogbutaka
npoHaheHnx y pakama, Koju CUrypHO He
npeacrassbajy rpobHe npwunore, Tpeba
HarnoMeHyTU W Hanas Mo jeaHor reo3aeHor
KnuHa n3 rpoboea 1, 3 n 5, kKoju Hucy
XPOHOJIOLWKN OCET/BUBM.

JeanHn nnyHM Hanas, 6poH3aHo
nonvenapcko AgyrMme ca rpaHynapHuM

All the deceased were laid on their
backs, with their legs stretched while
the arms were placed on the chest or on
the pelvis. Preliminary anthropological
analysis showed that the deceased
were of different ages and genders,
while the deceased in burial 2 was an
infant not older than two. The absence
of burial offerings probably testifies to
impoverished population and the hard

times they were buried in.
b 3

The contemporary church of Sts Peter
and Paul was renewed in the 20%* century
while the parochial house is somewhat
earlier, dating to the 19% century. Even
though the first investigators of Serbian
antiquities - Joakim Vuji¢, Felix Kanitz
and Milan D. Mili¢evi¢ - had indicated

(e

3aBpLIEeTKOM AnuMeH3unja 1.6x0.5 cm,
OTKPMBEH je y rpoby 1, in situ, Ha
BPaTHMM MpLU/bEHOBMMA MOKOjHMKA.
OBaj TMN NyHONMBEHUX AyrMaan vyect
je Hanas Ha No3HOoCpeaH0BEKOBHUM
nokanuteTMma 3anagHe u LeHTpanHe
Cp6uje. CnMyHO ayrme OTKpPUBEHO je
NpUAIMKOM UCKOMNaBaka CpeHOBEeKOBHE
Hekponofe y MpuyajeBunMa M Ha OCHOBY
HoBua CynejmaHa I, patoBaHO y nepuos
npee nonosuHe XVI Beka (Pagunuyesuh
2000: 61-109).

CBW NOKOjHUUKM BMNKM Cy NONTOXEHU
Ha neha, ca onpyxeHuMM Horama, AOK
cy pyke 6bune nonoxeHe Ha rpyam nnm
y npegeny kapnvue. NpeiMMuHapHoOM
@HTPOMOJIOWKOM aHann3oMm yTepheHo
je pa cy NoKOojHUUM pasnnunTmnx
CTapoCHUX KaTeropuja n pasnmuute
rnoJsiHe NpUNagHoOCTU, AOK je y rpoby 2
KOHCTaTOBaH CcKesneT AeTeTa CTapoCcTu A0
Age rogmHe. OacycTBo rpobHUX Hanasa
BEpOBaTHO CBEA0YMN O CMPOMALUHOM

the existence of the Ribnica monastery,
thorough scientific research has not been
undertaken to this day. As the earliest
year the monastery could have been
renewed in Milicevi¢ mentions 1518,
recorded on an inscription from a no
longer existent “wooden church” (Milicevié
1973: 368). Despite being taken with
a lot of reserve, this year concurs with
the popular tradition, recorded by LJ.
Pavlovi¢, of the displacement of the
village of Pastri¢ towards the end of the
16t century (Pavlovi¢ 1991: 153-155).
The genuineness of this data and the
popular tradition was also confirmed by
the fully cast button from burial 1. In the
following centuries we find more frequent
reference to this monastery and its
monks.

The answer to the question of
why the necropolis was positioned
on the outside of the contemporary
churchyard can be sought in village



